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in 1870, he was appointed subordinate Judge (Suddur
Ameen)  of  Benares,   where we  were then  stationed.
Fate, apparently, seemed always to throw us together.
In a way it was pleasant for him to be near us ; for at
that time intercourse, in a friendly way, with natives
was not common, and naturally coming from England,
where he had everywhere been well received, he would
have   felt   the   petty   slights   to   which   he   might   be
exposed.    The Judge of Benares, a perfect gentleman
of the old Haileybury school,  was a great friend of
ours, and he and his wife agreed to meet Syed Ahmed
at dinner at our house, so we gave a dinner at which
both English ladies and gentlemen were present, and I
believe that this  was the first occasion on  which a
Mohammedan gentleman had dined at a private dinner
party in India.    My wife was, of course, most careful
to   omit   anything   from   the   menu   which   would   be
objectionable to a man of his creed.

He settled down in a large house on the banks of the
Barnu river, and lived in European style.    I have often
wondered whether the " simple life " of the Asiatic is-
not better suited to the East than our over elaborated
Western civilisation,  but Asiatics who have lived in
England seem to prefer our habits.    I remember at the
Imperial Assemblage at Delhi (1876-77), going to see
the Maharaja of Kashmire's wonderful shawl tent just
after it had been used at a reception, by the Maharaja,
of Lord Lytton, then Viceroy.    The tent was empty
save for a  quiet  unjewelled gentleman  seated  on  a
white cloth on the floor and with one or two others near
him; this was the Maharaja himself, who as soon as
the reception was over had hastened to divest himself
of the panoply of state and returned to the " simple
life! "